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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is in response to applicant's amendment filed on 28 October 2005. Claims 1-39 
are now pending in the present application. 



Continued Examination Under 37 CFR LI 14 

2. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth 

in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 
1 . 1 7(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 28 October 2005 has been 
entered. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 
3. The 1 12 rejection of claim 39 is withdrawn, as the proposed claim correction is approved. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Crane et al. 

(hereinafter Crane) (US 6,381,533 Bl) in view of Myr (US 6,480,783 Bl). 

Regarding Claim 1, Crane discloses a method of deriving information based on 

activities of a plurality of cellular phones (106) which reads on the claimed "mobile devices" 

(see col 2, line 66 - col. 3, line 7; col. 3, lines 16-56; Figs. 1, 6), the method comprising: 

tracking movement of a plurality of mobile devices (106) across a wireless network (see 
col. 3, lines 1-7; col. 5, lines 5-35; Figs. 1, 6), where the plurality of cellular phones location 
is monitored by the cellular system in which the wireless network would be inherent; 

identifying a group of mobile devices (106) utilized in a common location-based activity 
from the plurality of mobile devices (106) based on the tracked movement (see col. 5, lines 
5-35,45-47; col. 5, lines 55 - col. 6, line 2; Figs. 1, 6), where the location-based activity is the 
cellular phones (e.g., group) traveling in a cluster of a geographic area; 

determining a group property associated with the group of mobile devices (106) (see col. 
5, line 55 - col. 6, line 2), where the travel speed of the cellular phones is averaged. Crane 
fails to disclose having the feature providing a customized service derived from said tracked 
movement to at least one mobile device of the group. However, the examiner maintains that 
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the feature providing a customized service derived from said tracked movement to at least 
one mobile device of the group was well known in the art, as taught by Myr. 

In the same field of endeavor, Myr discloses the feature providing a customized 
service derived from said tracked movement to at least one vehicle unit (SMU, CMU) which 
reads on the claimed "mobile device" of the group (see col. 4, lines 49-57; col. 4, line 62 - 
col. 5, line 24; col. 7, lines 3-23; col. 15, lines 45-51; col. 17, lines 21-41; Figs. 1, 9, 18), 
where the position of the vehicle unit is monitored to provide travel information. The user is 
able to customize an information database (see col. 4, lines 62-65), where the user can 
customize the database such as a profile to receive information. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to combine the teachings of Crane and Myr to have the feature 
providing a customized service derived from said tracked movement to at least one mobile 
device of the group, in order to provide optimal route from the present position of a vehicle 
to a desired target location, as taught by Myr (see col. 2, lines 14-16). 

Regarding Claim 2, the combination of Crane and Myr discloses every limitation 
claimed, as applied above (see claim 1), in addition Crane further discloses the method 
according to claim 1 , wherein the location-based activity is selected from a group comprising 
of traveling in a geographic region, traveling to a geographic region, traveling from a 
geographic region, and being in a geographic region but not traveling (see col. 5, lines 5- 
35,45-47; col. 5, line 55 - col. 6, line 2; Fig. 7). 

Regarding Claim 3, the combination of Crane and Myr discloses every limitation 
claimed, as applied above (see claim 1), in addition Crane further discloses the method 
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according to claim 1 , further comprising deriving a group condition based on the determined 
group property (see col. 5, line 55 - col. 6, line 2; col. 6, line 9-20; Figs. 6-7). 

Regarding Claim 4, the combination of Crane and Myr discloses every limitation 
claimed, as applied above (see claim 3), in addition Crane further discloses the method 
according to claim 3, wherein the derived group condition comprises a traffic condition in a 
geographic region (see col. 5, line 55 - col. 6, line 2; col. 6, line 9-20; Figs. 6-7). 

Regarding Claim 5, Crane fails to disclose having the feature wherein said providing 
step is based on the derived traffic condition. However, the examiner maintains that the 
feature wherein said providing step is based on the derived traffic condition was well known 
in the art, as taught by Myr. 

Myr further discloses the feature wherein said providing step is based on the derived 
traffic condition (see col. 4, lines 62-65; col. 7, line 3-23; col. 15, lines 45-51; col. 17, lines 
21-41; col. 5, lines 19-24; Figs. 1, 9, 18), where the position of the vehicle unit is monitored 
to provide travel information according to traffic situations. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to combine the teachings of Crane and Myr to have the feature 
wherein said providing step is based on the derived traffic condition, in order to provide 
optimal route from the present position of a vehicle to a desired target location, as taught by 
Myr (see col. 2, lines 14-16). 

Regarding Claim 6, Crane fails to disclose having the feature wherein the customized 
service includes providing alternate routes in the event the derived traffic condition 
corresponds to traffic congestion. However, the examiner maintains that the feature wherein 
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the customized service includes providing alternate routes in the event the derived traffic 
condition corresponds to traffic congestion was well known in the art, as taught by Myr. 

Myr further discloses the feature wherein the customized service includes providing 
alternate routes in the event the derived traffic condition corresponds to traffic jam which 
reads on claimed "traffic congestion" (see col. 4, line 51-54; col. 7, lines 3-23; col. 8, line 66 
- col. 9, line 9; col 9, line 30-42; Figs. 1, 9, 12, 18). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to combine the teachings of Crane and Myr to have the feature 
wherein the customized service includes providing alternate routes in the event the derived 
traffic condition corresponds to traffic congestion, in order to provide a customized traffic 
information to the vehicle, as taught by Myr. 

Regarding Claim 7, the combination of Crane and Myr discloses every limitation 
claimed, as applied above (see claim 3), in addition Crane further discloses the method 
according to claim 3, further comprising providing information corresponding to the derived 
group condition to an interested party (see col. 6, lines 1-4), where the information is 
provided to traffic monitoring organizations or users of the cellular phone location 
determining system (104) (see Figs. 1, 6-8). 

Regarding Claim 8, Crane fails to disclose having the feature further comprising: 
identifying a second group of mobile devices having a potential interest in obtaining the 
derived group condition; and providing the derived group condition to the one or more 
mobile devices of the second group. However, the examiner maintains that the feature 
further comprising: identifying a second group of mobile devices having a potential interest 
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in obtaining the derived group condition; and providing the derived group condition to the 
one or more mobile devices of the second group was well known in the art, as taught by Myr. 

Myr further discloses the feature further comprising: 
identifying a second group of mobile devices having a potential interest in obtaining the 
derived group condition (see col. 8, line 66 - col. 9, line 10; col. 9, lines 14-38; col. 11, lines 
20-25; Figs. 9, 12, 18), where the vehicle is informed of the condition of a zone that the 
vehicle is traveling towards; and 

providing the derived group condition to the one or more mobile devices of the second 
group (see col. 8, line 66 - col. 9, line 10; col. 9, lines 14-38; col. 11, lines 20-25; Figs. 9, 12, 
18), where the zone condition information is provided to the vehicle. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to combine the teachings of Crane and Myr to have the feature 
further comprising: identifying a second group of mobile users having a potential interest in 
obtaining the derived group condition; and providing the derived group condition to the one 
or more mobile users of the second group, in order traffic information provided to the 
vehicle, as taught by Myr. 

Regarding Claim 9, Crane fails to disclose having the feature further comprising: 
identifying a second group of mobile users having a potential interest in obtaining the 
determined group property; and providing the determined group property to the one or more 
mobile devices of the second group. However, the examiner maintains that the feature 
further comprising: identifying a second group of mobile users having a potential interest in 
obtaining the determined group property; and providing the determined group property to 
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the one or more mobile devices of the second group was well known in the art, as taught by 
Myr. 

Myr further discloses the feature further comprising: identifying a second group of 
mobile users having a potential interest in obtaining the determined group property (see col. 
8, line 66 - col. 9, line 10; col. 9, lines 14-38; col. 11, lines 20-25; Figs. 9, 12, 18), where the 
vehicle is informed of the condition of a zone that the vehicle is traveling towards; and 

providing the determined group property to the one or more mobile devices of the second 
group (see col. 8, line 66 - col. 9, line 10; col. 9, lines 14-38; col. 1 1, lines 20-25; Figs. 9, 12, 
18), where the zone condition information is provided to the vehicle. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to combine the teachings of Crane and Myr to have the feature 
further comprising: identifying a second group of mobile users having a potential interest in 
obtaining the determined group property; and providing the determined group property to 
the one or more mobile devices of the second group, in order to provide traffic information to 
the vehicle, as taught by Myr. 

Regarding Claim 10, the combination of Crane and Myr discloses every limitation 
claimed, as applied above (see claim 1), in addition Crane further discloses the method 
according to claim 1 , further comprising dynamically updating group information 
corresponding to the mobile devices (106) of the group (see col. 3, lines 49-67; col. 6, lines 
21-37,46-52; Fig. 8), where the information or data collected for the data collection system 
(200) is updated as the cellular phones move between clusters of a geographic area. 



Application/Control Number: 09/992,804 Page 9 

Art Unit: 2686 

Regarding Claim 11, Crane fails to disclose the feature wherein the updating includes 
modifying the group information to reflect one of an addition of a new mobile device to the 
group and a deletion of a mobile user from the group. However, the examiner maintains that 
the feature wherein the updating includes modifying the group information to reflect one of 
an addition of a new mobile user to the group and a deletion of a mobile device from the 
group was well known in the art, as taught by Myr. 

Myr further discloses the feature wherein the updating includes modifying the group 
information to reflect one of an addition of a new mobile device to the group and a deletion 
of a mobile device from the group (see col. 12, lines 1 1-38; col. 13, lines 2-15; Figs, 13, 18), 
where the system collects data related to the zones as vehicles enter and exit. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to combine the teachings of Crane and Myr to have the feature 
wherein the updating includes modifying the group information to reflect one of an addition 
of a new mobile device to the group and a deletion of a mobile device from the group, in 
order to provide traffic information to the vehicle, as taught by Myr. 

Regarding Claim 12, the combination of Crane and Myr discloses every limitation 
claimed, as applied above (see claim 10), in addition Crane further discloses the method 
according to claim 10, wherein the updating includes modifying the group information to 
reflect new activity information of mobile devices of the group (see col. 5, line 55 - col. 6, 
line 1; col. 5, lines 41-48), where data is collected to reflect the current conditions for traffic 
monitoring and reporting in which the new activity information would be inherent 
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Regarding Claim 13, Crane discloses the feature wherein said providing step is based 
on the one or more determined group properties. However, the examiner maintains that the 
feature wherein said providing step is based on the one or more determined group properties 
was well known in the art, as taught by Myr. 

Myr further discloses the feature wherein said providing step is based on the one or 
more determined group properties (see col. 4, lines 62-65; col. 7, line 3-23, col. 8, lines 30- 
36; col. 8, line 66 - col. 9, line 9; col 9, line 48-63; col. 15, lines 45-51; col. 17, lines 21-41; 
col. 5, lines 19-24; Figs. 1, 9, 18). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to combine the teachings of Crane and Myr to have the feature 
wherein said providing step is based on the one or more determined group properties, in 
order to provide optimal route from the present position of a vehicle to a desired target 
location, as taught by Myr (see col. 2, lines 14-16). 

Regarding Claim 14, the combination of Crane and Myr discloses every limitation 
claimed, as applied above (see claim 1), in addition Crane further discloses the method 
according to claim 1, further comprising maintaining a database of information including at 
least one of group information corresponding to the mobile devices (106) of the group, group 
conditions and group properties (see col. 3, lines 49-55; col. 5, lines 41-48; col. 5, line 55 - 
col. 6, line 19; Figs. 4, 6-7), where the location determining system (104) and data collection 
system (200) collects data of the cellular phones in which the database would be inherent. 

Regarding Claim 15, the combination of Crane and Myr discloses every limitation 
claimed, as applied above (see claim 14), in addition Crane further discloses the method 
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according to claim 14, further comprising dynamically updating the database of information 
based on the activities of the plurality of mobile devices (106) (see col. 3, lines 49-67; col. 6, 
lines 21-37,46-52; Fig. 8), where the information or data collected for the data collection 
system (200) is updated as the cellular phones move between clusters of a geographic area. 

Regarding Claim 16, the combination of Crane and Myr discloses every limitation 
claimed, as applied above (see claim 15), in addition Crane further discloses the method 
according to claim 15, wherein the plurality of mobile devices (106) are tracked based on the 
database of information (see col. 3, lines 49-67; col. 5, lines 6-32; col. 5, line 55 - col. 6, line 
2; Figs. 6-7). 

Regarding Claim 17, Crane discloses a method of providing services to a plurality of 
mobile devices (106) (see col. 5, line 55 - col. 6, line5; Figs. 6-7), the method comprising: 

tracking the mobile devices (106) across a wireless network (see col. 3, lines 1-7; col. 5, 
lines 5-35; Figs. 1, 6), where the cellular phones location is monitored by the cellular system 
in which the wireless network would be obvious; 

identifying a group of mobile devices (106) sharing one or more common traits from the 
mobile devices (106) (see col. 5, lines 5-35,45-47; col. 5, lines 55 - col. 6, line 2; Figs. 1, 6), 
where the cellular phones (e.g., group) are operating in the same cluster of a geographic area. 
Crane fails to disclose the feature providing customized service to at least one mobile device 
of the group of mobile devices derived from the one or more common traits. However, the 
examiner maintains that the feature providing customized service to at least one mobile 
device of the group of mobile devices derived from the one or more common traits was well 
known in the art, as taught by Myr. 
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Myr further discloses the feature providing customized service to at least one mobile 
device (SMU, CMU) of the group of mobile devices (SMU, CMU) derived from the one or 
more common traits (see col. 4, line 62 - col. 5, line 24; col. 7, line 3-23, col. 8, lines 30-36; 
col. 8, line 66 - col. 9, line 9; col. 9, line 48-63; col. 15, lines 45-51; col. 17, lines 21-41; 
Figs. 1, 9, 18), where the position of the vehicle unit is monitored to provide travel 
information. The user is able to customize an information database (see col. 4, lines 62-65), 
where the user can customize the database such as a profile to receive information. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to combine the teachings of Crane and Myr to have the feature 
providing customized service to at least one mobile device of the group of mobile devices 
derived from the one or more common traits, in order to provide a customized traffic 
information to the vehicle, as taught by Myr. 

Regarding Claim 18, the combination of Crane and Myr discloses every limitation 
claimed, as applied above (see claim 17), in addition Crane further discloses wherein 
tracking the mobile devices (106) comprises tracking movement of the mobile devices (106) 
and identifying a group of mobile devices (106) comprises identifying a group of mobile 
devices (106) utilized in one or more common location-based activities (see col. 3, lines 49- 
67; col. 5, line 55 - col. 6, line 19; Figs. 1, 6-7), where the cellular phones are traveling with 
in the same geographic area. 

Regarding Claim 19, Crane discloses a method of deriving information based on 
activities of mobile devices (106), the method comprising: 
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tracking the mobile devices (106) across one or more wireless networks (see col. 3, lines 
1-7; col. 5, lines 5-35; Figs. 1, 6), where the cellular phones location is monitored by the 
cellular system in which the wireless network would be inherent; 

identifying a group of mobile devices (106) sharing one or more common traits from the 
mobile devices (106) (see col. 3, lines 49-67; col. 5, line 55 - col. 6, line 19; Figs. 1, 6-7), 
where the cellular phones (e.g., group) are operating in the same cluster of a geographic area; 
and 

determining one of a group condition and a group property of the identified group of 
mobile devices (106) (see col. 3, lines 49-67; col. 5, line 55 - col. 6, line 19; Figs. 1, 6-7), 
where the cellular phones (e.g., group) are operating in the same cluster of a geographic area. 
Crane fails to disclose having the feature providing a customized service derived from one or 
more common traits to at least one mobile device of the identified group. However, the 
examiner maintains that the feature providing a customized service derived from one or more 
common traits to at least one mobile device of the identified group was well known in the art, 
as taught by Myr. 

Myr further discloses the feature providing a customized service derived from one or 
more common traits to at least one vehicle unit (SMU, CMU) which reads on the claimed 
"mobile device" of the identified group (see col. 4, lines 49-57; col. 4, line 62 - col. 5, line 
24; col. 7, line 3-23; col. 15, lines 45-51; col. 17, lines 21-41; Figs. 1, 9, 18), where the 
position of the vehicle unit is monitored to provide travel information according to the traffic 
situation. The user is able to customize an information database (see col. 4, lines 62-65), 
where the user can customize the database such as a profile to receive information. 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to combine the teachings of Crane and Myr to have the feature 
providing a customized service derived from one or more common traits to at least one 
mobile device of the identified group, in order to provide optimal route from the present 
position of a vehicle to a desired target location, as taught by Myr (see col. 2, lines 14-16). 

Regarding Claim 20, Crane discloses a system for deriving information based on the 
activity of mobile devices (106) (see col. 5, lines 6-32; Fig. 6), the system comprising: 

memory medium for maintaining information corresponding to a movement of mobile 
devices (106) in order to track the movement of mobile devices (106) (see col. 5, lines 41-48; 
col. 5, line 55 - col. 6, line 19; col. 3, lines 49-63; Figs. 1, 6-8), where the data collection 
system (200) collects data of the cellular phones in a geographic area in which the memory 
medium would inherent; and 

at least one data collection system (200) which reads on the claimed "processor" for 
identifying a group of mobile devices (106) utilized in one or more common location-based 
activities from the mobile devices (106) based on the tracked movement and for determining 
a group property associated with the group of mobile devices (106) (see col. 5, lines 41-48; 
col. 5, line 55 - col. 6, line 19; Figs. 1, 6-8), where the cellular phones (e.g., group) are 
operating in the same cluster of a geographic area. Crane fails to disclose having the feature 
providing a customized service derived from said tracked movement to at least one mobile 
device of the group. However, the examiner maintains that the feature providing a 
customized service derived from said tracked movement to at least one mobile device of the 
group was well known in the art, as taught by Myr. 
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Myr further discloses the feature providing a customized service derived from said 
tracked movement to at least one vehicle unit (SMU, CMU) which reads on the claimed 
"mobile device" of the group (see col. 4, lines 49-57; col. 4, line 62 - col. 5, line 24; col. 7, 
line 3-23; col. 15, lines 45-51; col. 17, lines 21-41; Figs. 1, 9, 18), where the position of the 
vehicle unit is monitored to provide travel information. The user is able to customize an 
information database (see col. 4, lines 62-65), where the user can customize the database 
such as a profile to receive information. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to combine the teachings of Crane and Myr to have the feature 
providing a customized service derived from said tracked movement to at least one mobile 
device of the group, in order to provide optimal route from the present position of a vehicle 
to a desired target location, as taught by Myr (see col. 2, lines 14-16). 

Regarding Claim 21, the combination of Crane and Myr discloses every limitation 
claimed, as applied above (see claim 20), in addition Crane further discloses the system 
according to claim 20, wherein the location-based activity is selected from a group 
comprising of traveling in a geographic region, traveling to a geographic region, traveling 
from a geographic region, and being in a geographic region but not traveling (see col. 5, lines 
5-35,45-47; col. 5, line 55 - col. 6, line 2; Figs. 1, 6-8). 

Regarding Claim 22, the combination of Crane and Myr discloses every limitation 
claimed, as applied above (see claim 20), in addition Crane further discloses the system 
according to claim 20, wherein the processor further derives a group condition based on the 
determined group property (see col. 5, line 55 - col. 6, line 2; col. 6, line 9-20; Figs. 1, 6-7). 
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Regarding Claim 23, the combination of Crane and Myr discloses every limitation 
claimed, as applied above (see claim 22), in addition Crane further discloses the system 
according to claim 22, wherein the derived group condition comprises a traffic condition in a 
geographic region (see col. 5, line 55 - col. 6, line 2; col. 6, line 9-20; Figs. 1, 6-7). 

Regarding Claim 24, Crane fails to disclose having the feature wherein the 
customized service is provided to the at least one mobile device of the group based on the 
derived traffic condition. However, the examiner maintains that the feature wherein the 
customized service is provided to the at least one mobile device of the group based on the 
derived traffic condition was well known in the art, as taught by Myr. 

Myr further discloses the feature wherein the customized service is provided to the at 
least one mobile device (CMU) of the group based on the derived traffic condition (see col. 
4, lines 62-65; col. 7, line 3-23; col. 15, lines 45-51; col. 17, lines 21-41; col. 5, lines 19-24; 
Figs. 1,9, 18). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to combine the teachings of Crane and Myr to have the feature 
wherein the customized service is provided to the at least one mobile device of the group 
based on the derived traffic condition, in order to provide a customized traffic information to 
the vehicle, as taught by Myr. 

Regarding Claim 25, Crane fails to disclose having the feature wherein the 
customized service includes providing alternate routes in the event the derived traffic 
condition corresponds to traffic congestion. However, the examiner maintains that the 
feature wherein the customized service includes providing alternate routes in the event the 
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derived traffic condition corresponds to traffic congestion was well known in the art, as 
taught by Myr. 

Myr further discloses the feature wherein the customized service includes providing 
alternate routes in the event the derived traffic condition corresponds to traffic jam which 
reads on claimed "traffic congestion" (see col. 4, line 51-54; col. 7, lines 3-23; col. 8, line 66 
- col. 9, line 9; col. 9, line 30-42; Figs. 1, 9, 12, 18). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to combine the teachings of Crane and Myr to have the feature 
wherein the customized service includes providing alternate routes in the event the derived 
traffic condition corresponds to traffic congestion, in order to provide a customized traffic 
information to the vehicle, as taught by Myr. 

Regarding Claim 26, the combination of Crane and Myr discloses every limitation 
claimed, as applied above (see claim 22), in addition Crane further discloses the system 
according to claim 22, wherein information corresponding to the derived group condition is 
provided to an interested party (see col. 6, lines 1-4), where the information is provided to 
traffic monitoring organizations or users of the cellular phone location determining system 
(104) (see Figs. 1,6-8). 

Regarding Claim 27, Crane fails to disclose having the feature wherein a separate 
group of mobile users having a potential interest in obtaining the derived group condition is 
identified, and the derived group condition is provided to a respective one or more mobile 
devices of the one or more mobile users of the separate group. However, the examiner 
maintains that the feature wherein a separate group of mobile users having a potential interest 
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in obtaining the derived group condition is identified, and the derived group condition is 
provided to a respective one or more mobile devices of the one or more mobile users of the 
separate group was well known in the art, as taught by Myr. 

Myr further discloses the feature wherein a separate group of mobile users (CMU) 
having a potential interest in obtaining the derived group condition is identified (see col. 8, 
line 66 - col. 9, line 10; col. 9, lines 14-38; col. 11, lines 20-25; Figs. 9, 12, 18), where the 
vehicle is informed of the condition of a zone that the vehicle is traveling towards; and 

the derived group condition is provided to a respective one or more mobile devices of the 
one or more mobile users of the separate group (see col. 8, line 66 - col. 9, line 10; col. 9, 
lines 14-38; col. 11, lines 20-25; Figs. 9, 12, 18), where the zone condition information is 
provided to the vehicle. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to combine the teachings of Crane and Myr to have the feature 
wherein a separate group of mobile users having a potential interest in obtaining the derived 
group condition is identified, and the derived group condition is provided to a respective one 
or more mobile devices of the one or more mobile users of the separate group, in order traffic 
information provided to the vehicle, as taught by Myr. 

Regarding Claim 28, Crane fails to disclose having the feature wherein a separate 
group of mobile users having a potential interest in obtaining the determined group property 
is identified, and the determined group property is provided to a respective one or more 
mobile devices of the one or more mobile users of the separate group. However, the 
examiner maintains that the feature wherein a separate group of mobile users having a 



Application/Control Number: 09/992,804 Page 19 

Art Unit: 2686 

potential interest in obtaining the determined group property is identified, and the determined 
group property is provided to a respective one or more mobile devices of the one or more 
mobile users of the separate group was well known in the art, as taught by Myr. 

Myr further discloses the feature wherein a separate group of mobile users (CMU) 
having a potential interest in obtaining the determined group property is identified (see col. 8, 
line 66 - col. 9, line 10; col. 9, lines 14-38; col. 11, lines 20-25; Figs. 9, 12, 18), where the 
vehicle is informed of the condition of a zone that the vehicle is traveling towards, and 

the determined group property is provided to a respective one or more mobile devices of 
the one or more mobile users (CMU) of the separate group (see col. 8, line 66 - col. 9, line 
10; col. 9, lines 14-38; col. 11, lines 20-25; Figs. 9, 12, 18), where the zone condition 
information is provided to the vehicle. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to combine the teachings of Crane and Myr to have the feature 
wherein a separate group of mobile users having a potential interest in obtaining the 
determined group property is identified, and the determined group property is provided to a 
respective one or more mobile devices of the one or more mobile users of the separate group, 
in order to provide traffic information to the vehicle, as taught by Myr. 

Regarding Claim 29, the combination of Crane and Myr discloses every limitation 
claimed, as applied above (see claim 20), in addition Crane further discloses the system 
according to claim 20, wherein group information corresponding to the mobile devices (106) 
of the group is dynamically updated (see col. 3, lines 49-67; col. 6, lines 21-37,46-52; Fig. 8), 
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where the information or data collected for the data collection system (200) is updated as the 
cellular phones move between clusters of a geographic area. 

Regarding Claim 30, Crane fails to disclose the feature wherein the group 
information is updated by modifying the group information to reflect one of an addition of a 
new mobile device to the group and a deletion of a mobile device from the group. However, 
the examiner maintains that the feature wherein the group information is updated by 
modifying the group information to reflect one of an addition of a new mobile device to the 
group and a deletion of a mobile device from the group was well known in the art, as taught 
by Myr. 

Myr further discloses the feature wherein the group information is updated by 
modifying the group information to reflect one of an addition of a new mobile device to the 
group and a deletion of a mobile device from the group (see col. 12, lines 1 1-38; col. 13, 
lines 2-15; Figs. 13, 18), where the system collects data related to the zones as vehicles enter 
and exit. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to combine the teachings of Crane and Myr to have the feature 
wherein the group information is updated by modifying the group information to reflect one 
of an addition of a new mobile device to the group and a deletion of a mobile device from the 
group, in order to provide traffic information to the vehicle, as taught by Myr. 

Regarding Claim 31, the combination of Crane and Myr discloses every limitation 
claimed, as applied above (see claim 29), in addition Crane further discloses the system 
according to claim 29, wherein the group information is updated by modifying the group 
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information to reflect new activity information of mobile devices (106) of the group (see col. 
5, line 55 - col. 6, line 1; col. 5, lines 41-48), where data is collected to reflect the current 
conditions for traffic monitoring and reporting in which the new activity information would 
be inherent. 

Regarding Claim 32, Crane discloses the feature wherein customized service is 
provided to the at least one mobile device of the group based on the one or more determined 
group properties. However, the examiner maintains that the feature wherein customized 
service is provided to the at least one mobile device of the group based on the one or more 
determined group properties was well known in the art, as taught by Myr. 

Myr further discloses the feature wherein customized service is provided to the at 
least one mobile device (CMU) of the group based on the one or more determined group 
properties (see col. 4, lines 62-65; col. 7, line 3-23, col. 8, lines 30-36; col. 8, line 66 - col. 9, 
line 9; col. 9, line 48-63; col. 15, lines 45-51; col. 17, lines 21-41; col. 5, lines 19-24; Figs. 1, 
9, 18). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to combine the teachings of Crane and Myr to have the feature 
wherein customized service is provided to the at least one mobile device of the group based 
on the one or more determined group properties, in order to provide a customized traffic 
information to the vehicle, as taught by Myr. 

Regarding Claim 33, the combination of Crane and Myr discloses every limitation 
claimed, as applied above (see claim 20), in addition Crane further discloses the system 
according to claim 20, wherein the memory medium further maintains a database of 
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information including at least one of group information corresponding to the mobile devices 
(106) of the group, group conditions and group properties (see col. 3, lines 49-55; col. 5, 
lines 41-48; col. 5, line 55 - col. 6, line 19; Figs. 4, 6-7), where the location determining 
system (104) and data collection system (200) collects data of the cellular phones in which 
the memory medium would be inherent. 

Regarding Claim 34, the combination of Crane and Myr discloses every limitation 
claimed, as applied above (see claim 33), in addition Crane further discloses the system 
according to claim 33, wherein the database of information is dynamically updated based on 
the activities of the plurality of mobile devices (106) (see col. 3, lines 49-67; col. 6, lines 21- 
37,46-52; Fig. 8), where the information or data collected for the data collection system (200) 
is updated as the cellular phones move between clusters of a geographic area. 

Regarding Claim 35, the combination of Crane and Myr discloses every limitation 
claimed, as applied above (see claim 34), in addition Crane further discloses the system 
according to claim 34, wherein the plurality of mobile devices (106) is tracked based on the 
database of information (see col. 3, lines 49-67; col. 5, lines 6-32; col. 5, line 55 - col. 6, line 
2; Figs. 6-7). 

Regarding Claim 36, Crane discloses a system for providing customized services to 
mobile devices (106) (see col. 5, line 55 - col. 6, line5; Figs. 6-7), comprising: 

memory medium for maintaining information corresponding to the mobile devices (106) 
in order to track the mobile devices (106) (see col. 3, lines 1-7; col. 5, lines 5-35; Figs. 1, 6), 
where the data of the cellular phones is collect in which the memory medium would be 
inherent; and 
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at least one processor (200) for identifying a group of mobile devices (106) sharing one 
or more common traits from the mobile devices (106) (see col. 5, lines 5-35,45-47; col. 5, 
lines 55 - col. 6, line 2; Figs. 1, 6), where the cellular phones are operating in the same cluster 
of a geographic area. Crane fails to disclose the feature facilitating provision of customized 
service to at least one mobile device of the group derived from on the one or more common 
traits. However, the examiner maintains that the feature facilitating provision of customized 
service to at least one mobile device of the group derived from on the one or more common 
traits was well known in the art, as taught by Myr. 

Myr further discloses the feature facilitating provision of customized service to at 
least one mobile device (CMU) of the group derived from the one or more common traits 
(see col. 4, line 62 - col. 5, line 24; col. 7, line 3-23, col. 8, lines 30-36; col. 8, line 66 - col. 9, 
line 9; col. 9, line 48-63; Figs. 1, 9, 18), where the position of the vehicle unit is monitored to 
provide travel information according to the traffic situation. The user is able to customize an 
information database (see col. 4, lines 62-65), where the user can customize the database 
such as a profile to receive information. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to combine the teachings of Crane and Myr to have the feature 
facilitating provision of customized service to at least one mobile device of the group derived 
from on the one or more common traits, in order to provide a customized traffic information 
to the vehicle, as taught by Myr. 

Regarding Claim 37, the combination of Crane and Myr discloses every limitation 
claimed, as applied above (see claim 36), in addition Crane further discloses wherein the 



Application/Control Number: 09/992,804 Page 24 

Art Unit: 2686 

memory medium maintains movement information of the mobile devices (106) to track the 
movement of the mobile devices (106), and the processor (200) identifies a group of mobile 
devices (106) utilized engaged in one or more common location-based activities (see col. 3 5 
lines 49-67; col. 5, line 55 - col. 6, line 19; Figs. 1, 6-7), where the cellular phones are 
traveling within the same geographic area in which the memory medium would be inherent. 

Regarding Claim 38, Crane discloses a system for determining group characterization 
of mobile users (106) based on the activity of the mobile devices (106) (see Figs. 6-7), 
comprising: 

memory medium for maintaining information on the mobile devices (106) to track the 
mobile devices (see col. 3, lines 1-7; col. 5, lines 5-35; Figs. 1, 6), where the cellular phones 
location is monitored by the system in which the memory medium would be inherent; and 

at least one processor (200) for identifying a group of mobile devices (106) sharing one 
or more common traits from the mobile devices (106) (see col. 3, lines 49-67; col. 5, line 55 - 
col. 6, line 19; Figs. 1, 6-7), where the cellular phones (e.g., group) are operating in the same 
cluster of a geographic area, 

for determining one of a group condition and a group property of the identified group of 
mobile devices (106) (see col. 3, lines 49-67; col. 5, line 55 - col. 6, line 19; Figs. 1, 6-7). 
Crane fails to disclose having the feature for providing a customized service derived from 
one or more common traits to at least one mobile device of the identified group. However, 
the examiner maintains that the feature for providing a customized service derived from one 
or more common traits to at least one mobile device of the identified group was well known 
in the art, as taught by Myr. 
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Myr further discloses the feature for providing a customized service derived from one 
or more common traits to at least one vehicle unit (SMU, CMU) which reads on the claimed 
"mobile device" of the identified group (see col. 4, lines 49-57; col. 4, line 62 - col. 5, line 
24; col. 7, line 3-23; col. 15, lines 45-51; col. 17, lines 21-41; Figs. 1, 9, 18), where the 
position of the vehicle unit is monitored to provide travel information according to the traffic 
situation. The user is able to customize an information database (see col. 4, lines 62-65), 
where the user can customize the database such as a profile to receive information. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to combine the teachings of Crane and Myr to have the feature for 
providing a customized service derived from one or more common traits to at least one 
mobile device of the identified group, in order to provide optimal route from the present 
position of a vehicle to a desired target location, as taught by Myr (see col. 2, lines 14-16). 

Regarding Claim 39, Crane discloses a method of deriving information based on 
activities of a plurality of mobile devices (106), the method comprising: 

tracking movement of the plurality of mobile devices (106) across a wireless network 
(see col. 3, lines 1-7; col. 5, lines 6-35; Figs. 1, 6-7), where the plurality of cellular phones 
location is monitored by the cellular system in which the wireless network would be inherent 

identifying a group of mobile devices (106) of said plurality of mobile devices traveling 
around a particular area (see col. 5, lines 5-35,45-47; col. 5, line 55 - col. 6, line 5; col. 6, 
lines 9-20; Figs. 1, 6-8), where the plurality of cellular phones (e.g., group) are monitored in 
a cluster of a geographic area; 
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determining a group velocity associated with the group of mobile devices (see col. 5, line 
63 - col. 6, line 5; col. 6, lines 9-20; Figs. 1, 6-8); 

deriving a traffic condition around the particular area based on the determined group 
velocity (see col. 5, line 63 - col. 6, line 5; col. 6, lines 9-20; Figs. 1, 6-8). Crane fails to 
disclose having the feature providing a customized service derived from said traffic condition 
to at least one mobile device of the group. However, the examiner maintains that the feature 
providing a customized service derived from said traffic condition to at least one mobile 
device of the group was well known in the art, as taught by Myr. 

Myr further discloses the feature providing a customized service derived from said 
traffic condition to at least one vehicle unit (SMU, CMU) which reads on the claimed 
"mobile device" of the group (see col. 4, lines 49-57; col. 4, line 62 - col. 5, line 24; col. 7, 
line 3-23; col. 15, lines 45-51; col. 17, lines 21-41; col. 5, lines 19-24; Figs. 1, 9, 18), where 
the position of the vehicle unit is monitored to provide travel information according to the 
traffic situation. The user is able to customize an information database (see col. 4, lines 62- 
65), where the user can customize the database such as a profile to receive information. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to combine the teachings of Crane and Myr to have the feature 
providing a customized service derived from said traffic condition to at least one mobile 
device of the group, in order to provide optimal route from the present position of a vehicle 
to a desired target location, as taught by Myr (see col. 2, lines 14-16). 
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Response to Arguments 



5. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-39 have been considered but are moot in view 
of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



examiner should be directed to Willie J. Daniel, Jr. whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7907. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Marsha D. Banks-Harold can be reached on (571) 272-7905. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273- 



Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information 
for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information 
about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access 
to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 
(toll-free). ~ A 



Conclusion 



6. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
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